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Background and Objectives

The Authentic Europe Network has been establishddmthe framework of the “Authentic
Europe” project, co-funded by the Europe for Citig€rogramme of the European Union,
Strand 2 Democratic engagement and civic partidpaEncourage democratic and civic
participation of citizens at Union level. Measuxetworks of Towns.

The project’s main objective is to create a sustalm Network of small municipalities with
little experience at European level in order talii@te international cooperation and
exchange of good practices among them in the &ietdral tourism. More specifically the
project aims are:
to encourage a fuller exploitation of the existirgural and cultural resources in the
rural areas, encompassing folk arts (music, daaoe rituals), ethnography, customs,
traditional food and beverage, handicrafts, natealing practices etc.;
to introduce tools and methods for effective nekimay to stakeholders;
to promote sustainability, competitiveness andeetpf local identities; to reinforce
the sense of European citizenship by strengthehimgelations between European local
communities.
The target groups are: public authorities, citizgasith; seniors; small and medium
businesses; cultural and tourism organizations filwgrparticipating regions.

Ethos:

The Network will be non-party in politics and nogetarian in religion and will be fully
committed to a policy of equal opportunity to atespective of gender, class, creed, disability
or ethnic background.

M ember ship:

The Network is comprised by its founding memberd partners in the Authentic Europe
project:

Municipality of Strumyani, Bulgaria

Municipality of Agia, Greece

SODEBUR, Spain

ANCI Sardegna, Italy

Naxxar Local Council, Malta.

This project has been funded with support fromBEheopean Commission. This publication
[communication] reflects the views only of the aarthtand the Commission cannot be held respongible f
any use which may be made of the information caetaiherein.
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The Network membership is free of charge.

The accession of new members is discussed andwgapby the founding members after the
new candidates express their interest for joinlggNetwork in written through the Network
website, or through the contact persons appoingezhbh founding member.

The membership in the Network is open to local meggonal authorities with predominantly
rural territories, interested in developing theiritories as tourist destinations, and willing to
abide the regulations and obligations listed is ttacument.

Rights and obligations of the Network members:

The network members have agreed upon the followbligations:

To promote the Network in national and internatienaents, forums, fairs, etc.;

To work towards the achievement of the Network ciojes and contribute to the
development of the Network and its members;

To continue to actively engage the local commusiiiinto the development of the
Authentic Europe policies, actions and services;

To contribute to the development of the Authenticdpe Network through
fundraising activities, development and implemeatedf projects and programs of
common interest;

To participate in the annual meeting of the Netwaegkpersonal attendance of a
representative or through electron means, suckyges

To inform the rest of the partners of any changase legal circumstances if the
institution/ organization they represent;

To provide access to information and materialsedl#o the Authentic Europe
Network to citizens, stakeholders and other inteckparties;

The Authentic Europe Network members have the tighise and reuse the common
policies, strategies and material developed byN#isvork in their local/ regional context,
as long as the Authentic Europe Network name istimeed and the Network’s
contribution acknowledged,;

To promote the other members’ rural tourist sited attractions as part of the
Network;

To engage with other Network members in additi@udivities for extending the
collaboration among different stakeholders in tleidrk through:

- Business partnerships

- Joint rural tourism products, initiatives, campagn

- Joint promotional initiatives

- Joint projects in the fields of education, tourismlture, active ageing,
citizenship or other fields or topics of commorenast

This project has been funded with support fromBEheopean Commission. This publication
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Thefinal goal of this Network is:

To create a stable network of local communitiesimgnat fostering communication, mutual
understanding, development of European valuesdatdities, providing for the common
development of rural tourism policies and serviaed thus bringing the European
communities closer.

The patrticipation in the network shall be in a ggf cooperation, friendship and

common sharing of experiences and objectives, stipgdhe wellbeing of the European
citizens.
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